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ICCAP 2020 ELECTION 

Candidate Statements 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT:  Lavinia Myers, MD 

Dear colleagues,  

I am a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist in private practice in the Chicago suburbs. I graduated 

from the Northwestern University Honors Program in Medical Education in 1999. I was a resident 

in General Psychiatry at Rush Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center, and completed my Child 

and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship at the University of Chicago in 2004. I am board certified 

in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and I work with children and families dealing with a wide 

range of challenges and diagnoses. In addition to clinical work, I have been an ICCAP board 

member for 8 years and have served as Membership Chair for the last 3 years. I look forward to 

continuing our work as a regional organization, with particular focus on better meeting the needs 

of our community practitioners and those outside the Chicago Metro area. 

 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE (election of 3): 
 

1. Margery Johnson, MD 

I have been an active member of ICCAP for the over 35 years that I have been living and 

practicing child psychiatry in Chicago. I have served as a Board member, as program 

chair, and as President of ICCAP. I have had the privilege of being a representative to the 

Assembly of Regional Organizations, have participated in advocacy activities in 

Washington, and was recently the Local Arrangements Chair and liaison to the Program 

Committee of the 2019 AACAP Annual Meeting. I am hoping to continue my active 

involvement by continuing on the ICCAP Board.  

 

In terms of my professional activities, I am the medical director of outpatient services at 

the Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, and am on the faculty of 

Northwestern University-Feinberg School of Medicine. As such, I am actively involved in 

patient care and in the training of future child psychiatrists.  

 

I would like to continue to contribute to the ICCAP meetings by assisting with recruitment 

of new members, continuing to support advocacy efforts and arranging for speakers at our 

meetings. I feel that I have the energy and the experience to continue to contribute to the 

Council and to our field in general, and I hope that you will consider voting for me to 

continue on the Board. 
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2. Robin Shapiro, MD 

Dr. Shapiro is a board-certified child, adolescent and adult psychiatrist who has been 

practicing for more than ten years.  Dr. Shapiro has a full-time private practice in 

Highland Park, Illinois, and is on faculty at Rush University Medical Center.  Dr. Shapiro 

currently serves as a delegate for the Illinois Council of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry 

(“ICCAP”) and has previously served as ICCAP’s treasurer. 

  

I would be honored to serve again for ICCAP’s Board, an organization with which I have 

been involved since my fellowship, more than a decade ago.  While I am a full-time private 

practice clinician, I continue to be passionate about advocacy, collaboration, and 

continuing education, issues that are important to both the clinical and academic 

communities.  I am particularly interested in opportunities to bridge the gap between those 

communities to foster important advocacy and policy goals.  

 

As a result, I have always considered my ICCAP involvement to be a valuable and 

important part of my career.  Although, at times, I have not been able to be as active in 

ICAAP as I would have liked, I really enjoyed returning to a more active role as a delegate 

this past year.   My role as a delegate this year has further inspired my desire to be a more 

active participant. The world is changing rapidly, and our obligation to treat and care for 

children is more important than ever.  I look forward to continuing to contribute to our 

Board, the psychiatric community, and the families we treat.  

  

3. Kelly Alma Volpe, MD 

I am a child psychiatrist at the University of Illinois at Chicago, the CAP Fellowship 

Director at UIC, and work in the Pediatric Stress and Anxiety Disorder Clinic.  I am also 

a consultant for Illinois DocAssist, a state funded child psychiatry education, consultation, 

and collaboration service for pediatric primary care providers. I was a medical student 

and then a resident and fellow at UIC.  I recently graduated, joining the faculty there in 

2017.  I currently live in Glenview, IL with my husband, two kids ages 6 and 2.5, and 

another one on the way this April! I have been a member of AACAP/ICCAP since I was a 

medical student and I have been attending ICCAP meetings since my fellowship.  I have 

enjoyed participating in ICCAP and as an early career psychiatrist, I find it such a great 

opportunity to learn about the practice of psychiatry and meet my colleagues.  I am 

interested in joining the board so I can learn more about the programs in which ICCAP is 

involved, to help support and promote them.  As a training director, I am especially 

interested in the programs ICCAP has in support of trainees – some of which I participated 

in as a fellow.  I hope to be an active member of the board and work hard to support the 

organization. 

 

4. Mojgan Makki, MD 

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as an Early Career Psychiatrist, ICCAP Board 

Member, and Assembly since I moved to Chicago and started my CAP Fellowship at UIC 

in 2009. I am currently on the ICCAP Board as member and a member of local assembly. 

I am nominating myself for Directors/Members-at-Large and Assembly Delegates position 

starting Jan 2020.  
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As a Board Certified CAP, I have dedicated my time to clinical care of children, 

adolescents, young adults, and the families with mental illness in outpatient, inpatient, 

school, academia, and private sector. Through that work, I have established a close 

relationship with providers in in North Suburb, Chicago area, and Lake County. Currently, 

I see patients at my private practice (M. Makki, MD LLC) in two locations. I work as a 

school Psychiatrists in Lake county and Cook County and continue to stay active teaching 

trainees of multiple academic centers. 

 

If given the opportunity, I will continue to recruit CAP and trainees to become members at 

ICAAP.   I will commit to be active in the community, to advocate a safe and respectful 

environment for CAP physical to practice, to provide trainees with the opportunity to learn 

and become involved in CAP early in their career, and support our patients to receive 

appropriate and timely psychiatrist care and services that they need and deserve.  

 

During the advocacy week, I traveled to DC twice with one of my adolescent patients and 

her family. I know it was a positive experience for them to know their voice was heard. 

They felt empowered for the experience and agreed to travel again, even though my patient 

is scared of flying and traveling is not easy for them! I look forward to introduce other 

families to this opportunity and I hope to have the opportunity to stand next to them to 

support our families and CAP. My family continues to stay in contact with their local 

representatives.  

 

I would like to nominate myself for Regional Assembly. If elected I would like to work 

(alongside my talented, dedicate, and strong colleagues) to support the local members, 

trainees, and our families in Illinois by addressing issues such as Gun policies, Public and 

school Gender policies, Marijuana Crisis, trainees mental health, physician’s burn out 

factors, and many other old and new issues such as shortage of inpatient beds, issues 

related to prior authorizations and Health Insurance management of medical system.  

 

Please let me know if I can provide additional information and thank you in advance for 

your consideration and your leadership throughout the years. 

 

ASSEMBLY DELEGATES: 
 

1. Karen Pierce, MD, DLFAACAP, DLFAPA 

Dr. Pierce has been active in Illinois AACAP as a member and board member in roles 

such as Assembly representative, past president, secretary and treasurer.  She is 

currently in Private Practice and Clinical Associate Professor of Child Psychiatry at 

Northwestern University.  She is a Distinguished Life Fellow of the American Academy of 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP) and the American Psychiatric Association 

(APA).   

 

Dr. Pierce serves on several national committees that include the co-chairman of the 

Advocacy Committee, on the board of the AAPAC Pac, membership of the Women's 

Committee, and the Collaborative Care Committee of the AACAP. She is past member of 

the Council of the American Academy of Child Psychiatry, the executive committee of the 



4 
 

Assembly of Child Psychiatry.  As part of her academic experience, she directed and 

began a therapeutic day school, established a child out-patient clinic and directed a 

Partial Hospitalization Program.  She writes, speaks, and consults in the area of children 

and adults with ADHD, LD, anxiety, and behavior treatment.  She is past president of the 

Illinois Association of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and is chair of the Child and 

Adolescent Committee at Illinois Psychiatric Society.   

 

Dr. Pierce would be honored to continue serving on the Illinois Council Board as a 

delegate to the AACAP assembly. 

 

Disclosures for faculty purposes:  • Nothing to disclose. 

 

2. Peter Nierman, MD 

Dr. Nierman is certified by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology in Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry.  He is an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at the University of 

Chicago and actively supervises residents and fellows at University of Chicago Ingall’s 

Campus.  He is a Board Member and Past President of the Illinois Council of Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry.  Dr. Nierman chairs the Committee on Inpatient Care and is the 

current Disaster Liaison for ICCAP. He has served as a member of the AACAP National 

Assembly as a delegate or alternate for the last seven years.  He is also a member of the 

Illinois Psychiatric Society and a member of the Committee on Adolescents.  Dr. Nierman 

served in the Illinois Office of Mental Health for eleven years.  From 1997 to 2005, he was 

Network Manager of the OMH Child and Adolescent Mental Health System.  

 

I would be honored to continue to serve ICCAP and AACAP as one of your Representatives 

to the AACAP National Assembly.  I have devoted my involvement in AACAP over the last 

several years to advocacy, reduction of stigma, and disaster planning.  I would like your 

confidence for another two-year term to continue this work.  Thanks. 

 

3. Divya Gongireddy, MD 
I am a child psychiatrist working in private practice in downtown Chicago. I just graduated this 

past summer from fellowship back in Virginia where I am originally from. I was on the board of 

our local APA district branch, the Richmond Psychiatric Society, and also served as the 

resident/fellow delegate to the larger Psychiatric Society of Virginia. I have experience in 

organizing CME activities and advocating for state-level mental health legislation, and I hope to 

continue these efforts if I am elected to the board of ICCAP. Although I am still very new to the 

profession, I am eager to share my knowledge and perspectives, and collaborate with other child 

psychiatrists.   


